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When Fonda Was Young
[In 1871 one who signed himself H .B .’ took the east 
bound train from Storm Lake to visit the rapidly sprouting 
towns along the w a y — Newell,  Cedarville  [F o n d a ] ,  
Pomeroy and  M anson.  T h e  opening of farms, the beg in ­
nings of churches and  schools, and  the coming of mer­
chants, tradesmen, and professional men, were described 
by “ H.B. in considerable detail, particularly in the case 
of Cedarville, a name chosen because of the location of 
the town on the C edar  River, a t r ibutary  of the N or th  
Fork of the Raccoon. Cedarvil le was originally named 
Marvin, and  a post office established there on April 7, 
1871, with Samuel N. Alford as first postmaster.  Six 
weeks later, on M a y  23, 1871, because of the confusion of 
the name Marvin  with Marion in Linn C oun ty  and  ne igh ­
boring M anson  in Calhoun County,  the name was changed 
to Cedarville. N ot  satisfied with this name, the townsfolk 
petitioned the post office department  to change Cedarville 
to Fonda  because only one such post office existed in the 
United States and it was  located in western N ew  York. 
T he  name accordingly was changed to Fonda  on D ecem ­
ber 3, 1873. T h e  letters of “ H .B .“ are from the Storm Lake 
Pilot, June 14, July 12, 1871. T he E ditor.]
Dear P ilo t: —  As your ship is now sailing in the 
tranquil waters of prosperity’s sea, I embrace the 
present opportunity of hailing you from the look 
out of Marvin.
Since my visit to your city I have passed through
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some delightful portions of this part of our glorious 
Iowa.
Beautiful prairies, long and  wide,
In which whole armies abreas t  might ride:
Beautiful fields as e ’er were  seen 
Clo thed  in fresh robes of loving green.
You may search through the world  for the richest and  best, 
A n d  y o u ’ll not find a place to compare with the W e s t .
Last S a tu rday  I left M arvin  for the eastern part 
of my work, comprising M anson  and Tw in  Lakes.
O n  my w ay  I passed through Pomeroy, which 
at present looks bloomingly healthful. Six or seven 
miles farther brought me to that noted place called 
P u rg a to ry .” Now, I would not have you under­
stand by this, that it is the intermediate place sup­
posed by our Roman Catholic friends to have a 
location beyond this earthly existence, but P u rg a ­
tory in Iowa is simply a vast slough near the head 
of T w in  Lakes, over which a substantial cross way 
has been built affording safe passage for man and 
beast.
T housands  of immigrants cross the slough at 
this place, and they have cause to be thankful that 
they came across dry  shod. M an y  of the early set­
tlers can give amusing accounts of the swimming 
times they had when they first located.
A new school house has been erected on the 
east bank of the upper lake. It is large, well built, 
painted, has green window shutters, patent seats,
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and in short all the modern paraphernalia of a 
first class school house.
T o  strangers it is a source of wonder how the 
people can afford such things, when they have 
little or no income.
T he  possession of a few hundred acres of land 
would clear up the mystery, yet to our country, 
and our clear minded sensible citizens, taxation is 
not a vexation when employed for such glorious 
purposes.
T he  good people of Marvin, talk somewhat of a 
celebration on the 4th of July, but as yet nothing 
has been decided upon.
Mr. Morris  has painted his store building, and 
Mr. Haye, the proprietor of the hotel, has done the 
same to the facade  of his house. W e  think this out 
reach of the spirit of improvement commendable, 
and would advise others to go and do likewise.
A copious shower of rain visited this place last 
evening, and moistened the ground in a thorough 
manner. M ore  Anon, H. B.
C E D A R V IL L E
L O C A T I O N  - B U S IN E S S  F IR M S  - 6c.
O n Saturday  last we “shipped on board of 
Conductor Doherty  s train —  or rather on Mr. 
Quimby’s engine “ No. 67“ —  and in a few min­
utes found ourself in the good town of Newell, 
situated ten miles east of Storm Lake. W e  found 
that some improvements were being made in N e w ­
ell among which is the business house of Mr. N.
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Sickel. Its size is 20 x 48 feet, and is well finished, 
and is being filled with a general stock of dry 
goods, groceries, boots and shoes, and everything 
needed to make a full stock for that market.
M r. W ilson , of the firm of Hendrickson 6  W i l ­
son. is putting up a residence. M r. Batten is also 
supplying himself with a like useful institution.
W e  had “written u p ” Newell pretty fully in 
former issues of T h e  P il o t , and therefore con­
cluded to go to
C E D A R V I L L E  - L A T E  M A R V I N ,
at which place we had never stopped off. So tak ­
ing the 2 o ’clock freight we were soon landed at 
the “ C edar ."  and commenced a general interview 
of her citizens. Cedarville is located on the Iowa 
Division of the Illinois Central Railroad and is dis­
tant from Fort D odge thirty-five miles and from 
Sioux City one hundred miles. It is in the county 
of Pocahontas, one and a half miles from the south 
line and two and a half from the western limits. 
T h e  population is about one hundred people and 
all are live and progressive. T h e  town was laid 
out in October 1870, and with the settlement of 
the county will grow to be a place of importance.
A magnificent country surrounds the town and 
thousands of acres of the virgin prairie are being 
plowed for the first time. In fact we have seen no 
part of Iowa which presents evidences of more 
rapid development than the country surrounding 
Cedarville. T h e  C edar  River and its tributaries
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furnish splendid drainage for the land and water 
for stock. T h e  soil is very rich. W e  saw speci­
mens of corn and vegetables which would make an 
old N ew  E ng lander  crazy.
T H E  B U S IN E S S  of Cedarville now consists 
of three dry  goods stores, one hotel, two lumber 
yards, one real estate agent, one boot and shoe 
shop, one blacksmith shop, one hardw are  and 
agricultural implement store, school house, depot 
and postoffice.
T H E  T O W N  S I T E  is owned by the Iowa 
Railroad Land Company. Business lots range in 
price from $80 to $125; residence lots, from $40 to 
$100. T he  business lots are 25 x 100 feet in size; 
residence lots, 60 x 140. T h e  same land company 
also own large quantities of land around the town.
S A M U E L  H U G H E S  is the proprietor of the 
Marvin Store,” and keeps a full line of dry 
goods, groceries, stoneware, salt, tobacco, candies, 
<Sc. He also keeps a small stock of drugs and med­
icines, and in fact about everything that is wanted 
by the trade of that section. H e owns and occupies 
a two story building —  size 20 x 36. T he  room on 
the second floor is used as a town hall where pub­
lic meetings are held and where the young people 
dance. Mr. Hughes is a live business man, adver­
tises in T h e  P ilo t , and claims to have a large 
stock and that he is selling more goods and for less 
money than any of his competitors. H e buys in
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Dubuque and Chicago. H e also deals in all kinds 
of country  produce.
E. M . B U S B Y , proprietor of the “ F a rm ers ’ 
S t o r e / ’ flies the American colors from his sign 
post, and keeps a large and varied stock of dry 
goods, groceries, hardw are ,  tinware, stoves, farm­
ing tools, flour, 6c. His store room is the largest 
in town. It is well filled and Mr. Busby claims 
to sell cheaper than “any  other m an.”
W I L L I A M  M O R R I S  keeps a general store
l o c a l  NEWS. 1“ Marvin S to re /
I l l i n o i s  C e n t r a l  R .  R . « I o w a  D iv i s io n .
Trains East Names of Stations. Trains West
S A M U E L  H U C H E 8
/^NNOUNCES to the citizens of
Ami the “ rent of mankind *• that lie has in store 
und for sole a large stock of
No. 2.
Ö-30
7-28
7- 54
8- 15 
8-87
8- 52
9- 15 
9-a;
9- 50 
10-15
10- 85
10- 56
11- 14
12-  00
a. m.
No. 3.
m.
. .Sioux C ity ........
. . .  Lc M ars ,.......... \
. . .  R e m sen ,........
. . .  M a rc u s ,........
. . .  .H azard ,..........
. .  .C herokee,........
___A u re lia ,.........
. . . . . .  A l ta , ............
S to rm  L a k e ,  ..
. . .  .N ew ell,..........
. . . .  M arvin,..........
. . .  Pom eroy,........
. . .  .Mansori,..........
. .  .Ft. D o d g e ,... . .
12-16
11-15
10-47
10-24
9-58
9-41
9-15
8-53
8-38
7-51
7-30
7-08
6-47
6-00
p. in.
a. m.
Dry Goods.
GROCERIES,
B o o t s  a n d  S h o e s ,
G L A S S W A R E ,
Y a n k e e  Not ions,
PROVISIONS, Ac.,
And shall sell
All kinds of job work prom ptly done at this 
office.
I f yoa want land or town lots call "at the office 
of Barton & Hobbs.
Cheap as the Cheapest.
Everybody la Invited to give him a call, and 
examine his
GOODS AND PRICES.
Marvin, low», M»y 81, 1871. n32tf.
Mr. Chamberlin has remodeled and fixed up 
his property on Cayuga street. C eo .  A. S trong ,
Practical Waicteaier & Jeweler,
Ads from the Storm Lake Pilot of 1871.
in which may be found dry  goods, groceries, hard ­
ware, 8c.
K. T Y S D A L  is the village boot and shoemaker, 
and from an examination of specimens of his work 
we put him down as a good workman. H e also 
does repairing in good style and at fair prices. In 
an adjoining room he has a stand from which he 
dispenses ice cold lemonade, good cigars, cakes, 
candy 8c.
J O H N  A. H A Y  is Postmaster and also a mem­
ber of the Board of Supervisors of Pocahontas 
county. In the same room where the Postoffice 
is kept M r. E. O. W i ld e r  has a small stock of 
notions, stationery, drugs and medicines. H e  de­
signs starting a full-fledged drug store. W h e n  
completed he will have one of the neatest rooms 
in the town. M r. W ild e r  is D eputy  Postmaster.
J. S N Y D E R  deals in lumber and farm machin­
ery. H e  keeps a good supply on hand and says 
he will sell at prices as “low as the lowest.”
G E O R G E  F A IR B L IR N  is the station agent,
telegraph operator, and also deals in lumber of 
which he has a good stock at a yard just west 
of the depot. H e  claims to have the most exten­
sive supply in the town, and to sell very cheap. 
Mr. F. is now putting up a good residence.
W I L L I A M  M A R S H A L L  deals in all kinds
of agricultural machinery, hardware, stove, tin­
ware, patent building paper, 8c.
P E T E R  IB S O N  is the village blacksmith’
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and has the reputation of being a splendid w ork ­
man.
J O S E P H  H A Y  is proprietor of the hotel at 
Cedarville, and a t tends  to the w ants  of those who 
may call upon him.
W I L L I A M  S N E L L  is land agent and has on 
his books a large quantity  of choice lands and 
town lots. H e  owns a farm two miles north of 
town which he designs for dairy  purposes.
C H U R C H E S
Cedarville as yet has no church buildings, but 
services are held regularly in the school house. —  
Rev. H en ry  Brown, of the M ethodis t  church of ­
ficiates, and is liked very well.
S C H O O L S
T here  is a small school house in which quite a 
number of youths are commencing their education.
A F L O U R I N G  M IL L  would pay well here
and the citizens are making commendable efforts 
to induce some mill man to come and locate in 
their midst. M r. H ughes  informed us that the 
citizens of town and surrounding country would 
guarantee a bonus of $1,500 to any one who will 
erect a good mill.
M arvin — name of the Postoffice until a few 
weeks ago, when, by authority  of the Postmaster- 
General the name w as  changed to Cedarville. 
This  was found necessarv from the fact thatj
“ M arion ,” in Linn county, was often written so 
that it was difficult to tell whether the letters was 
really intended for M arvin  or "M arion .”
